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Who wrote the oldest American Patriotic Song? 

What is the history of “Yankee Doodle”? of “Dixie”? 

Who was the “Fighting Parson” of the American Revolution? 

What composer wrote a Minuet at the age of five? 

Who is called the “Father of Modern Music”? the “Father 
of Oratorio”? “Father of the Symphony”? “Master of 
Song”? 


The above questions, and many others, are being answered daily by 


thousands of boys and girls in whose schools there are Victrolas. 
The new enlarged edition of ‘‘The Victrola in Rural Schools’’ con- 
tains a list of 100 questions, answers to which are found by hearing 
Victor Records, and by studying the notes describing 
them. A copy of this valuable booklet is yours for 
the asking! 


This year, more than ever before, YOUR 
SCHOOL NEEDS A VICTROLA! Pupils who 
study the geography of a country should hear the folk 
songs of its people, and should learn its characteristic 
folk dances. Victor Records furnish the best selec- 
tions fur the story-hour, the music period, marching 
and playground activities. These selections are ren- 
dered by the best artists and musical organizations 
in the world. That is one of the reasons why the 
Victrola has become a great Educational Factor in 
Modern Education. 

Victrola XXV, $67.50 For further information, call upon your local 


specially manufactured Victor dealer, or write to the 
for School use 


When the Victrola is Educational Department 
notin use, the horn can * * 
be placed under the in- Victor Talking Machine Co. 
strument safe and secure Camden, N. J. 


from danger, and the 
cabinet can be locked to 


protect it from dust and 
promiscuous use by ir- 
responsible people. 
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WRITE FOR CATALOG 


Chicopee, Mass. 


When you want 


the best 


specify ING 


Used year after year in the 
majority of the country’s 
playgrounds 


CORONA 


Is a six-pound silent partner 
that makes routine a habit. 


With it your business reports 
and accounts as well as your 
personal correspondence are 
attended to promptly. 


Corona eliminates worry. 


Cost with case, $50.00 


Write, phone or call for booklet 


Corona Typewriter Co., Inc. 


141 W. 42d St. Tel. Bryant 7150 
Opposite Hotel Knickerbocker 


Playground Training 


Pestalozzi-Froebel Training School 


A Normal School for 
Playground Workers 


Class Rooms overlook Lake Michigan 
Diploma two years, Folk Dancing, 
Pageantry, Games, Story Telling, 
Gymnastics, Playground Practice. 
Strong Faculty, Accredited. For 
Illustrated Bulletin address 


REGISTRAR, Box 71 
616-22 So. Michigan Blvd., CHICAGO, ILL. 
FALL TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER 18 


BASKETRY MATERIALS for 
CRAFT WORKERS 


Send for free Catalog! “EVERY- 
THING FOR BASKET MAK- 
ING.” Reeds, Willow, Chaircane, 
Raffia. Indian Ash Splints, Braid- 
ed Rush and Straw, Dyes and 
finishes, tools and Books of Instruc- 
tion. Manual and Industrial Art 
Supplies of every description for 
os and artists. Catalogue sent 
ree. 


Louis Stoughton Drake, Inc. 
966 Watertown St., West Newton, Mass 
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COMMUNITY WAR RECREATION SERVICE 
Its MEANING—PLAN OF WorK—ACCOMPLISH MI NTS 


After diplomatic relations with Germany had been broken 
off and it became evident that the United States must send men 
as well as supplies and money to her Allies, the War Department 
took immediate steps to safeguard the moral and recreational 
life of the men who would be called to serve their country, by 
the appointment of a Commission on Training Camp Activities 

The Commission is made up of Raymond B. Fosdick, Chair 
man, Lee F. Hanmer, Thomas J. Howells, Joseph Lee, Malcoln 
L. McBride, John R. Mott, Charles P. Neill, Major P. E. Pierce, 
Joseph E. Raycroft and Marc Klaw. 

The Navy Department Commission on Training Canip Activ- 
ities consists of : 

Raymond B. Fosdick, Chairman; Lieut. Richard E. Byrd, 
U. S. N., Secretary; Clifford W. Barnes, Walter Camp, Selah 
Chamberlain, John J. Eagan, Joseph Lee, FE. T. Meredith, Barton 
Myers, Charles P. Neill, Mrs. Helen Ring Robinson, Mrs. Finley J. 
Shepard, Mrs. Daisy McLaurin Stevens, John S. Tichenor. 

The work of the Commission is divided into three parts. To 
the Y. M. C. A. has been assigned certain duties within each 
camp, especially the establishment of their recreation buildings 
which have been so successfully carried on by them in camps 
on the Mexican border and in the military and prison camps of 
Europe. There will be one such building for each brigade, with 
books and magazines, provision for writing letters, lectures, church 
services, singing, games, moving pictures and other educational 
and recreational activities. There will be five men in charge of 
each building. 

The second branch of the work will be to aid in the exclusion 
of vice and vicious resorts from the neighborhood of each camp. 

The third branch of the work is of a more positive sort. It is 
the belief of the Commission that a purely negative policy as 
regards conditions outside of the camps would fall very far 
short of meeting the needs of the situation. The underlying 
cause of the great and obvious evils which have attended the 
establishment of training camps in this country and in Europe— 
the real disease of which these evils have merely been the symp- 
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toms—has been the result of the cutting off of the men in the 
camps from normal social intercourse and recreation and especi- 
ally of the breaking off of those relations to home and friends, 
to church, to employment, to social and business associates and 
to the other sex, of which a normal and healthy life so largely 
consists. The resulting evils include not merely vice and dissipa- 
tion and their consequences, but homesickness, depression, and 
a general loss of moral and physical tone, which are almost 
equally serious. 

Moreover the Commission does not consider it enough that 
a great educational enterprise in this country—such as the estab- 
lishment of these training camps for young men represents— 
should barely avoid the wholesale propagation of physical dis- 
ease and moral deterioration. America demands something 
more than that. We must make these men stronger in every 
sense—more fit, morally, mentally, and physically than they 
have ever been in their lives—or it will have to be said of us 
that, like every other nation that has encountered the problem 
of the training camp, we also have failed in its solution. 

These camps are national universities—training schools to 
which the flower of American youth is being sent—and it is by 
their results not only in technical military efficiency but in those 
gualities on which military and all other efficiency in the long 
run depends that they must finally be judged. 

As to the means by which this positive good is to be ac- 
complished, they are many and various. Perhaps the most im- 
portant single method is in keeping alive the link between each 
soldier and his home. Frederick Law Olmsted gave as the con- 
clusion of his long and active service on the Sanitary Commis- 
sion during the Civil War that the two great influences in keep- 
ing the men well were singing and letters from home. Better 
even than letters from home will be, where it is possible, the 
actual presence near the camps of members of the soldier’s 
family ; and one thing which it is hoped every community near 
a training camp will do is to make every possible provision, 
through a careful census of its lodging accommodations and 
perhaps through the provision of special quarters, for the ac- 
commodation of soldiers’ families who desire to settle for longer 
or shorter periods in the neighborhood. 

Equally important is the relation between the men in the 
camps and the local community itself. Here every sort of 
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natural relation should be established. Churches should make 
the soldiers of their respective denominations feel not only that 
they are welcome, but that they are members of whom active 
participation is desired. The men might be asked to serve as 
ushers, to address the Sunday School classes, the Boy Scouts 
(the latter would highly appreciate having a real soldier to talk 
to them), sometimes even to preach. 

The same principle applies to every lodge, college society 
or business association. Clubs, settlements, recreation centers, 
organizations of every sort should be open to soldiers not merely 
as outsiders but as participants. 

Social occasions where the soldiers will meet girls and 
women under natural and wholesome conditions will be especi- 
ally important. Officers and men should be asked to receptions, 
dances, outings and parties of all sorts, for instance by the 
various churches to which they belong, by other organizations 
and by private citizens. And here again they should be invited 
not merely to receive but to give. lia regiment has a good band 
or glee club, it should be asked to give a concert. If it has put 
on a good show in the camp, it should be asked to repeat it in 
the town. (Cr it may be invited to give a set of games or to take 


part in an athletic series. Always it is participation, expression, 
the active rather than the passive iorm of recreation and of 
membership that counts. 

Closer social relations between soldiers and families or indi- 
viduals in the community can not of course be forced. They 
must come as a by-product of the various social occasions that 
will be established. 


The public resources of the community should be placed at 
the disposal of officers and men. Playgrounds, gymnasiums, 
swimming pools should be open to them. Libraries, museums 
and other public buildings might well extend their Saturday 
afternoon hours and be open Sunday—the soldiers’ one day off. 
Recreation centers should be utilized for their entertainment and 
for entertainments given by them. To all public places the 
uniform should be a ticket of admission. Possibly the schools 
can lend teachers for courses in history or foreign languages, and 
(especially important in keeping up the men’s relation to their 
own business life at home) for trade instruction which the 
Y. M. C. A. will undoubtedly furnish within the camps. The 
city may perhaps itself take part by furnishing official recep- 
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tions for the soldiers, showing that the community has faith 
in them, and by organizing community singing on an inspiring 
scale (a matter to which the Commission is devoting especial 
attention). 

The young girls of the community will naturally and rightly 
take a great interest in the soldiers, want to meet them and give 
them a good time; and it should be the endeavor of every church 
and every social organization, through the young women who 
are the natural leaders of these girls, to help them to do this 
effectively and in the best and most desirable way. A good plan 
which it is hoped will be adopted in many communities will be 
to foster among girls various activities for keeping themselves 
fit and strong and for helping directly in the war, such as more 
expert housekeeping, gardening, hospital and Red Cross work, 
hygiene and athletics. The schools might keep open in summer 
for teaching some of these things. The Girl Scouts and Camp 
Fire Girls can be of great assistance for those under sixteen years 
of age, and similar groups of girls above that age should also be 
formed along somewhat the same lines. The Commission hopes 
to be able to send to communities in the neighborhood of camps 
trained women workers who can advise on this and other kinds 
of work for girls having a direct bearing on the war. 

The adoption and carrying out of the program above out- 
lined in each community in the neighborhood of the training 
camps—or of the better program which will in time be evolved 
—is the responsibility not of the Commission on Training Camp 
Activities but of the community itself. It is not the function 
of the representatives of the Commission to carry through a 
cut and dried plan but simply to help each community to de- 
velop its own resources in its own way and under its own repre- 
sentative committee, with such sub-committees as it may find 
desirable to form. 

‘The responsibility placed upon such committees and upon 
all the citizens is very great, but it is one which we.believe will 
be met as it has never been met before in the history of military 
camps. And the opportunity is commensurate to the responsi- 
bility. The first victories of our war can be won right here at 
home by the citizens, and largely by the women, of those com- 
munities to which has been entrusted the high responsibility of 
testifying the country’s hospitality to its defenders. 

To provide the necessary machinery through which this 
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community organization for the soldiers might be effected the 
War Department Commission on Training Camp Activities on 
May the fifth asked the Playground and Recreation Associa- 
tion of America to send a worker to each of the communities ad- 
jacent to the training camps to organize and stimulate the recre- 
ational and social life of the communities in such a way as to 
make it of the greatest possible value to the men in khaki, who 
will naturally turn to the cities in their free time for recreation 
and who will hope to find in these cities some substitution for 
the home relationships which have suddenly been broken off by 
the call to service. The Playground and Recreation Association 
of America has to the present time sent more than seventy war 
recreation secretaries out and the following communities are 
busy organizing their resources for the benefit of their thousands 


of guests: * 


Alabama 
Anniston 
Montgomery 


Arizona 
Douglas 


Arkansas 
Argenta 
Little Rock 


California 
Linda Vista 
Oakland 
Palo Alto 
San Diego 
San Francisco 


Georgia 
Atlanta 
Augusta 
Macon 


Illinois 
Chicago 
Rantoul 
Rockford 


Indiana 
Indianapolis 


Des Moines 


Kansas 
Army City 


Listrict of Columbia Junction City 


Washington 


Florida 
Key West 
Pensacola 


Manhattan 


Kentucky 


Louisville 


* Additional cities are listed on page 389. 


Louisiana 
Alexandria 
New (Orleans 


Massachusetts 
Ayer 
Boston 


Michigan 
Battle Creek 
Kalamazoo 


Minnesota 
Minneapolis 
St. Paul 


Mississippi 
Hattiesburg 


New Jersey 
Tenafly 
Wrightstown 


New Mexico 
Deming 
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New York Hanover Houston 
Lewiston Philadelphia Marfa 
Mineola York San Antonio 
New York City . Waco 
Niagara Falls Rhode Island 
Plattsburg Newport Utah 
Sacket Harbor . Salt Lake City 
Syracuse South Carolina 
‘Watertown Beaufort Vermont 
Yaphank Charleston Burlington 
Youngstown Columbia Essex Junction 

Greenville Winooski 
North Carolina _ Spartanburg 
Charlotte Virginia 
Tennessee Norfolk 
Ohio Chattanooga Petersburg 
Chillicothe 
Dayton Texas Washington 
Brownsville Seattle 
Del Rio Tacoma 
Lawton ashe Poss 
Pennsylvania El Paso Wisconsin 
Gettysburg Ft. Worth Sparta 


A WEEK IN A TRAINING CAMP CITY—CHATTANOOGA 


What the committees are doing and with what response their 
efforts are meeting in the communities is shown by a few typical 
weekly reports from the war recreation workers. 

The weekly report of R. K. Atkinson, organizer of the work 
of the Soldiers’ Life Activities Committee in Chattanooga, tells 
of the many activities and of the whole-hearted hospitality of 
that city. 

“The week of June 10th has marked some very effective or- 
ganization of institutions within the city which have undertaken 
activities in connection with the coming of the soldiers. 

“The Rotary Club at its weekly meeting voted to establish and 
maintain an information bureau at Eleventh and Market Streets, 
the first important stop of the street car from the Post. 

“The Chamber of Commerce has done some wonderfully 
effective work in assisting the military authorities in caring for 
the recruits who are arriving in such numbers that they could not 
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be cared for with the facilities available at Chickamauga. Some- 
thing more than six hundred men were cared for in various hotels 
and rooming houses about the city and the Y. M. C. A. took about 
one hundred fifty of them, providing cots in the gymnasium for 
sleeping quarters and meals at their café. This stringency is now 
relieved by the arrival of new equipment at the Post. The Chamber 
of Commerce has the facilities at hand so that upon very short 
notice they can accommodate as many as six thousand men should 
another such crisis arise. 

“The Woman’s Club has undertaken to foster the movement 
for community music and has arranged for several of the churches 
to have organ recitals and other musical programs for Sunday 
afternoons. They are also suggesting that some of the motion 
picture houses which have pipe organs give contributions to this 
kind of work. Two of the churches have taken official action 
on their responsibilities to this work and have opened up a rest 
and reading room in each instance located close to the heart of 
the city. 

“The Young Woman’s Christian Association has expressed 
its willingness to work in every possible way on the girl problem 
but is waiting for the coming of a special worker for this depart- 
ment before taking any final action or making permanent plans. 

“The Young Men’s Hebrew Association has followed the lead 
of the Y. M. C. A. in offering their facilities to any man in uni- 
form, and their well-equipped building will undoubtedly be used 
intensively. 

“The Knights of Columbus have also a well-equipped build- 
ing centrally located and plan to take similar action at the next 
meeting of their board of directors. 

“The Women’s League for Service continues doing good work. 
On Monday and Thursday of this week they sent automobiles to 
the Post Hospital, five on Monday and seven on Thursday and have 
taken all of the convalescent men, between twenty and thirty, who 
are able to go for rides for pleasure trips of an hour and a half in 
length. Their work has been greatly appreciated both by the men 
and by the officials in charge at the hospital. One man had been 
in the hospital for eight weeks suffering from a serious fracture. 
He was helped into the car and given his first opportunity in that 
length of time to see something outside the environs of the insti- 
tution in which he had been confined. Another man who had been 
in the hospital for about two weeks suffering from a sun stroke 
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or shock of some kind had shown absolutely no interest in any- 
thing and the officials were very much worried over his morbid 
condition. After the ride under the kindly care of his hostess for 
the afternoon, he came back showing a great deal of animation 
and interest. Another lad told one of the ladies that he had not 
written to his mother for a long time, that when he first entered 
the Army he used to write but he had about stopped writing and 
did not feel like writing especially when he was not well, but that 
he had had such a good time on this trip he was going to spend 
the evening writing to his mother. The plan of the organization of 
these rides includes the specification that no car shall go unless 
accompanied by a lady who shall serve as hostess for the trip, and 
it is planned to make it a definite and permanent institution, two 
afternoons a week, for the present. 

“On Friday evening a committee of the Women’s League took 
two car.loads of entertainers out to the Post for a twilight per- 
formance for the boys of the Eleventh Infantry. Between five 
and six hundred of them enjoyed some good music, folk dances 
by some little girls and then spent a half hour in singing. The 
ladies have promised to repeat this at least once a week and are 
expecting to make similar plans for other regiments of the regulars. 

“One of the best features of the work here is the way in which 
the community is realizing that its greatest responsibility is to the 
regulars who do not have the resources of their own which the 
men in the Officers’ Reserve Corps have in such large measure. 

“Two of our regularly organized committees have been at work 
and made definite plans during the present week. The Committee 
on Commercial Amusements has met and made recommendation 
to the city administration in regard to alterations on the dancing 
pavilion at Warner Park and in regard to the supervision of the 
dances which the city is responsible for out there. This commit- 
tee is also dealing with the question of motion pictures and has 
found most cordial and helpful cooperation on the part of the 
motion picture men. The question of motion pictures on Sunday 
has been discussed and the legal aspects of the question are being 
considered, no definite action having been decided upon as yet. 

“The Rest Room and Finance Committee have met and have 
decided upon a centrally located building 20 x 100, four floors. 
They are planning to raise $2,000 for renovation and equipment, 
and $500 per month for the management of the bureau and rest 
room. Here the entire work of our organization and its kindred 
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interests will be housed. Reading room, lounging room, emergency 
sleeping quarters, lunch room, writing facilities and adequate toilet 
facilities will be provided. It is probable that the lunch room of 
this institution will be turned over to the Red Cross. 

“Another item of interest has to do with the plans we have 
under way to have parties of the soldiers visit points of historical 
interest under proper guides. The library has undertaken to 
provide accurate and concise statements for these guides. As is 
usual we find here that a great deal of inaccurate information is 
being given to visitors. On Lookout Mountain and Missionary 
Ridge groups of residents have agreed to furnish through their 
men’s church organization guides for parties of soldiers and the 
library will furnish mimeographed memoranda regarding the his- 
torical points. The library is at work getting a great quantity of 
books and periodicals to be placed out at the Post as fast as the 
permanent cantonments are completed. They are making a strong 
call for current periodicals, realizing that many of the old magazines 
will not be of interest to the boys. 

“Our information cards from the Officers’ Reserve Corps have 
brought us in two-thirds of the total registration. The securing 
of the remainder of this registration has been delegated to a captain 
and two aides. They are going to handle the matter systematically 
and within the next few days will have all of the cards and will 
print a list of the men, their companies, home addresses and busi- 
ness. The original cards will then be turned over to us for the 
completion of our files of colleges, fraternal orders and church 
affiliations, and to the Y. M. C. A. at the Post for the compilation 
for musical, dramatic and athletic ability. 

“Nothing could be finer than the spirit of helpfulness and co- 
operation which everyone in Chattanooga is manifesting. There are 
about 12,000 men at Chickamauga now and hundreds arriving every 
day, but Chattanooga’s organizations and enthusiasm promises to 
keep up with the problems as they arise.” 


A WEEK IN INDIANAPOLIS 


James Edward Rogers, in his report for the week ending June 
10th, tells how splendidly Indianapolis has undertaken this task 
of acting as host to thousands of men in khaki. 

“Besides the attached list of Things Done and Doing which 
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tell of the sixty efforts started and accomplished the following are 
some of the high spots in our busy week’s history. 

“Reception by the whole Committee of Fifty at the Claypool 
Hotel to General Glenn, who was yesterday promoted to this posi- 
tion. General Glenn pledged cooperation—talked intimately of his 
and our problems and how we could work together and what he 
considered good and wholesome entertainment. It was a splendid, 
practical conference. 

“Conference with managing editors of the three newspapers on 
a scheme for Saturday afternoon auto rides over the country for 
the five thousand five hundred men at the Camp. These have been 

started and will extend over the month. Over one hundred ma- 
chines have been mobilized for next Saturday and over five hun- 
dred boys want to go on the ride. 

“The Saturday Luncheon Club, Chamber of Commerce—the 
leading Forum of Indianapolis, will meet every Saturday and each 
man will invite to lunch one of the men at the Camp. 

“The organization of the social and recreational life of the 
people of Millerville and Lawrenceville, two small towns next to 
the Camp. 

“Started at the Y. M. C. A. a series of Saturday afternoon 
and evening entertainments for the men; we are furnishing talent 
through our entertainment department. 

“Started the Patriotic League among three hundred business 
women who will work to create a wholesome community attitude 
and atmosphere on the part of the women and the girls. 

“Conference on the Big Fourth of July Athletic Carnival to be 
held at the State Fair Grounds—benefit of Red Cross and the Sol- 
diers’ Fund.” 


Tuincs DonE AND Doinc 


“The establishment of a confidential file as to the vice, liquor 
and other conditions resulting from the Camp. We already have 
some interesting secret reports. In this way our constructive work 
is being checked. The social workers who are in a position to locate 
these facts are doing this work. 

“Practically all clubs are open to the men at this Camp; cards 
are easy to obtain. Mr. Herod yesterday gave a hundred cards to 
these men. 
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“Saturday night dances are being held at the Country Club, 
the Woodstock Club; practically all the clubs have such dances. 
Also at the two best hotels clean dances are held—Claypool and 
Severin. 

“The Lutheran Churches have organized and are getting in 
touch with their boys through the registration system established. 

“Under Rabbi Feuerlicht—the mobilization of Jewish people 
to get in touch and care and provide for those of the Jewish faith 
has been accomplished. 

“The Knights of Columbus and the Daughters of Isabella are 
getting in touch with the boys of the Catholic faith—the first recep- 
tion, dinner and dance June 16th. After that a series of entertain- 
ments is being planned. 

“Through the registration cards the Rotarians have gotten in 
touch with thirty Rotarians at the Camp and will plant to entertain 
them. 

“Through the registration cards, of which we have two sets, 
the fraternal orders have all started to get the complete list of their 
members at the camp for their purposes. 

“The state and public libraries have extended their privileges 
to the men of the camp and also provided a branch library and 
librarian at the camp. . 

“The college fraternities are planning to get in touch with their 
members. The Delta Tau Delta on Saturday, June 16th, Board of 
Trade, meet their one hundred members. 

“Aid Society for benefit of the regulars have arranged with 
the Metropolitan Conservatory of music for their pleasure. 

“Indianapolis Baseball Park has extended an invitation to the 
men to the Saturday afternoon games. 

“Mr. McCormick of the Circle Theatre is planning Saturday 
night motion pictures, singing and vaudeville entertainment for 
the men. 

“Through our Entertainment Committee plans are afoot for 
a big vaudeville show for soldiers only at the Murat Theatre some 
night the latter part of this month; seating capacity, two thousand. 

“Through our Home Department, Professor Michelon, ex- 
French soldier of war experience will give a series of lectures for 
the men Saturday evenings at the churches. This is hightly educa- 
tional—illustrated by motion picture and stereopticon views. 

“Plan is on foot to mobilize the downtown churches—their 
social rooms for Saturday socials and receptions for the men. 
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“At the behest of the National Board of Review—we have 
taken up the matter of having a high grade of pictures for the men. 
Special steps are being taken to get the men in touch with these 
pictures. 

“Through our Recreation Committee, an effort is being made 
to have the best theatres reduce their prices for the men in uniform; 
to get the latter to patronize the best rather than the cheap burlesque. 

“The Little Theatre people have offered their plays for presen- 
tation at the Saturday night church receptions and entertainments. 

“Homes have been offered for receiving boys for Saturday and 
Sunday dinner. 

“Through the Marion Sunday School Association plans are 
afoot for keeping the boys and girls of Indianapolis busy this sum- 
mer.” 


A VISIT TO FORT NIAGARA 


‘ Fort Niagara’s plans for its guests are told by Joseph Lee, 
president of the Playground and Recreation Association of America 
and member of the Commission on Training Camp Activities, who 
visited Ft. Niagara when the work had been in operation only ten 
days. Mr. Lee’s report shows how effectively and quickly the 
cities have responded to the challenge, ““What will you do for the 
soldier in his free time?” Mr. Lee writes: 

“T visited Niagara Falls and the camp at Fort Niagara on May 
22nd, and met our representative there, Ira W. Jayne, head of the 
E recreation system in Detroit, whom we have requisitioned. 

- “T spent the day with him, going over what had been done and 
= seeing what I could of the situation. 

“Before we started out, two of the Y. M. C. A. men at the 
camp came in and we had an interesting talk about possibilities 
of work. I also met a young architect who is a member of Mr. 
Jayne’s committee and is making a detailed contour map with the 
points of real interest marked on it for the use of the men in plan- 

ning excursions. 
“The general layout of the situation is as follows: The camp 
is on the point where the Niagara River comes into Lake Ontario. 
— Adjoining it is the village of Youngstown with 500 inhabitants; 
- along the trolley road toward Niagara Falls is Lewiston of 700 in- 
habitants, and then comes Niagara Falls, about a fifty-minute ride 
on the trolley, with 30,000 inhabitants. The important points are 


360 


| 

E 


A VISIT TO FORT NIAGARA 


Youngstown at one end, Niagara Falls at the other. People when 
they once get into the trolley seldom stop at Lewiston. 

“The following are some of the things which I found had been 
done or were in process. (It must be remembered that Mr. Jayne 
had been at Niagara Falls only ten days and that the camp had 
been open only eight days.) 

“The general committee to have charge of all the work, ap- 
pointed by the Mayor, seems as good as could have been chosen. 
It represents the government, business, the churches, Masons, col- 
leges, Red Cross, Y. W. C. A., and all the other organizations that 
will be important in the work for the soldiers, and the general social 
life of the town. 

“Mr. Jayne is in close touch with the Y. M. C. A., with the 
chaplain, (who though he does not exist officially is very much in 
actuality as an individual), and with groups and individuals within 
the camp itself. The Mayor under Mr. Jayne’s inspiration has 
given to the papers a good statement, showing, as it should do, 
how the Committee and not our representative is doing things. 

“The following are some of the specific lines in which work 
is being done: 

I. “For families of soldiers who may desire to make a visit: 
(1) the Y. W. C. A. had already a very complete, classified list 
of lodging places, because helping visitors at Niagara Falls has 
been a constant part of their work. (2) They have agreed to ex- 
tend their list to cover Lewiston and Youngstown. (3) As to 
special provision, Mr. Jayne has persuaded the family resort at the 
beach adjoining the camp to open May 30th instead of June 23rd, 
and to let its 20 odd small cottages at a reasonable rate. (4) He 
had also when I left probably persuaded the hotel in Youngstown 
with its 40 rooms to open very soon instead of waiting until July. 
Members of his committee who were trustees of the bank that holds 
the mortgage on the hotel, plus a fear of what the Secretary of 
War might do, had a fructifying effect. (5) We looked at possible 
sites for portable houses in Youngstown, and something may later 
be done in that direction. 

II. “In the matter of recreation and general resources, the 
following things have been done or planned. (1) The Tennis Club 
has invited the men to come and play, and a match is brewing be- 
tween the local and the camp champion. (2) The Country Club, 
which opens May 30th, will charge soldiers a dollar for the use of 
its golf course Saturday afternoons and Sunday, believing that 
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the charge will make the invitation more acceptable. (3) The 
preachers of three local churches have agreed to invite the men 
of their respective denominations to come, and have planned socia- 
bles for them. Mr. Jayne and the Y. M. C. A. man took kindly to 
a suggestion of mine that men should be asked to preach, to address 
Sunday Schools, and especially to talk to Boy Scouts, to whom they 
would be especially welcome. (4) The University of Michigan 
men in the town had already planned a smoker for the following 
Saturday evening, and were waiting only for the Y. M. C. A. cen- 
sus of the men to ask their alumni within the camp. Pennsylvania 
State had done the same. Prominent graduates of Cornell, Penn- 
sylvania and Pittsburgh, who are members of the general commit- 
tee, had agreed to do likewise. (5) The head man of the Masons, 
a member of the committee, and the head of the Rotary Club have 
undertaken to entertain those belonging to the respective organiza- 
tions, and the Elks representative on the committee says his organ- 
ization will follow suit. (6) The local Y. M. C. A. has agreed to 
open its baths to the soldiers. (7) The Auto Club has planned a 
run for them. (8) Two local college men are listing local teams to 
play soldiers’ teams. (9) The mayor, who is chairman of the 
library, will establish a branch thereof in the Y. M. C. A. building 
in camp. 

III. “In the way of dances, the young college group has 
planned Saturday night dances either at the beach resort next the 
camp, where there is a dance pavilion that will accommodate 200 
couples, or at the hotel equally near. I suspect that both will be 
put in requisition. 

“The mayor has appointed a committee of 36 ladies who have 
agreed to act as patronesses. 

IV. “In the matter of commercial recreation, the beach resort 
above mentioned will invite its concessionaires, with their coasts, 
merry-go-rounds, of which it has a short list, to come when it opens 
May 30th, and will accept any whom Mr. Jayne may find to put 
up places for pool, billiards, shooting gallery, or the like. 

“The movies of the town seem hardly to require censoring. 
The complaint about that at Youngstown is that it is too highbrow. 

V. “As to refreshment booths, the difficulty—as I suppose at 
most camps—will be not so much to get them as to guide the enthus- 
iasm of those whose efforts tend in this direction. The Red Cross 
has a booth at the gate; some young Yale men have another oppo- 
site. But the important one will be a tea room which Mrs. Barton, 
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head of the Y. W. C. A. and of the mayor’s committee of ladies, 
will open either in the hotel or in a small house hired for the pur- 
pose. She will put it in charge of a young woman who has made 
a commercial success of similar work elsewhere, and will hire a 
cook. But of course the main thing is that she will get some of 
the best women from the three neighboring towns to make this an 
opportunity for coming into natural social relations with the soldiers. 
Mrs. Barton will also put up a rest and toilet room for women 
visitors to the camp. 

VI. “In organizing the leisure time of young girls of the 
neighborhood, the Y. W. C. A. has already done a great deal in 
the way of getting factory girls and others into small clubs with its 
carefully tested program of useful work or training, of hygiene 
and exercise, and of a good time generally ; and it plans to get these 
clubs by factory units, to give parties not to the young officers in 
the training camps but to the militia companies that are also on 
duty, one at the camp and one at Niagara Falls. 

“Mrs. Barton, who as head of the Y. W. C. A. is the leader 
in this work also, is planning a training class for leaders of groups 
of girls; and it may be that we shall be able to supply the different 
cities in the neighborhood of camps with trained women to carry 
on such classes and to advise on all the work for girls. 

VII. “A problem which Mr. Jayne feels to be the most serious 
of all has as yet not been touched or even planned for, and that is 
the presence within the camp of a large number of negro employees 
with nothing whatever to do except crap shooting. 

“On the whole it seemed to me that for the ninth day of the 
camp good results and good beginnings had been shown.” 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN VARIOUS CITIES 


To tell what the war recreation work is meaning to the com- 
munities themselves in bringing all their forces together in a co- 
operative undertaking and in communizing their interests, or what 
effect it is having on the lives of the men for whose welfare and 
happiness the cities are directing their efforts, is not possible. Sta- 
tistics can not measure the degree to which a community has been 
aided in “finding its soul” or the individual his province by the 
community’s efforts. Time alone can measure the effectiveness of 
the war recreation service which is now only in its infancy as a pre- 
ventive and constructive feature in the history of the American 
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army in the great war. It will be of interest, however, to see what 
steps individual cities have taken to put their resources at the dis- 
posal of the thousands of men to whom they are acting as hosts. 


Anniston, Ala. The war recreation worker assigned to Anniston 
Camp McClel- found on visiting the city in July that the Chamber 
= of Commerce had already taken up the matter of 
preparing for the 20,000 or more men who will be camped near the 
city. One of the first needs which presented itself in Anniston 
was for increasing the recreational facilities of the community 
including a comfort station and a club building down town for the 
men. The construction of the comfort station is already under 
way and efforts are being made to secure a suitable building which 
might be leased for a Khaki Club. A committee of girls cativassed 
the city and compiled a board and room register for the convenience 
of the friends and relatives of soldiers who will be stationed near 
there. 
Atlanta, Ga. Rallying splendidly from the fire which caused such 
Gordon devastation, Atlanta has gone ahead with her plan 
sen for the entertainment of the men at Fort McPher- 
son and for the thousands who will be housed at the new canton- 
ment at Silver Lake, thirteen miles from the heart of the city. Some 
of the accomplishments of the Committee of Fifty on Training 
Camp Activities are the following: the use of the city parks and 
swimming pools have been secured; part of the Wesley Memorial 
Building containing a gymnasium, shower’ baths, and a reading 
room has been turned over for the use of the soldiers; special 
musicals and organ recitals are being given on Saturday nights and 
Sunday afternoons; clubs are holding open house for the soldiers ; 
through the Rotary Club a down-town club for men in uniform is 
being equipped with smoking, reading, writing, and rest rooms; 
working with the committee the Atlanta division of the National 
League for Women’s Service is providing housing accommodation 
for the women visitors of the soldiers. 
Aitnis Mine. The large camp near Ayer, Mass., a community of 
Camp Devens ly 3,000 population, will tax the resources of a 
number of small communities such as Clinton, Pep- 
perel, Ayer, Lancaster, Shirley, Groton, Harvard, Leominster, 
Townsend and Westford. Clinton and Pepperel are the only 
licensed communities within fifteen miles of the camp. It was felt 
that all the communities which are already organized for war work 
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should be united under one organization. This organization has 
been effected and has agreed to furnish the expenses of maintenance 
of the recreation office up to $1,000. Plans are on foot with the 
Board of Health for making a survey of the various communities. 
There are in Brownsville 13,000 Mexicans and 2,- 
950 Americans. ‘The recreational facilities of the 
city consist of three first-class moving picture thea- 
tres, a bowling alley, a billiard hall and a roller skating rink. The 
fraternal orders almost immediately began to extend hospitality to 
the men and a baseball league playing Sunday afternoons was or- 
ganized. 


Brownsville,Tex. 
Fort Brown 


Burli Among the definite accomplishments of the Bur- 
urlington, Vt. |. 
Fort Ethan Al- ington committee under its ten departments are the 
len following: a dance in the Episcopal Parish House ; 
an excursion on Lake Champlain; a Fourth of July 
field celebration ; a Red Cross dance ; three lawn fétes ; establishment 
of three recreation rooms in churches; arrangement for the teach- 
ing of French to the soldiers and for sending magazines and books 
to the camps; special services for soldiers in three churches and 
home entertainment through the churches. Automobile rides have 
also been arranged for convalescent soldiers. A large tent will 
be used as a “hostess house” for women guests. For this under- 
taking the Y. W. C. A. has provided a tent, the Knights of Colum- 
bus, chairs, and the Committee on Girls’ activities will furnish 
hostesses. The facilities of the Yacht Club have been placed at 
the disposal of the soldiers. 
Chat Many of the plans and accomplishments in Chat- 
Tenn. tanooga for the men at Fort Oglethorpe have al- 
Fort Ogle- ready been outlined. A rest room and dry saloon 
thorpe for which the city has appropriated $2,000 have 
been opened. Inter-regimental baseball games are being held every 
Saturday afternoon and dances every Saturday evening. Several 
clubs have established special membership for the soldiers. Organ 
recitals and musicals are being given at a number of the churches 
every Sunday. Bi-weekly automobile trips for convalescent sol- 
diers are an interesting part of the activities. Guides are conduct- 
ing week-end trips to Lookout Mountain and the library is cooperat- 
ing in this by furnishing information to the guides. It has also 
sent hundreds of novels and several thousand periodicals to the 
post for the use of the men. On July the first Sunday movies were 
shown in the town for the first time. 
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Splendid progress has been made on the compli- 
Chleago, Ill. cated problem at Chicago which involves seven dis- 
Fort Sheridan trict camps and more than a score of cities. The 
first and principal task has been the organization 
of the Chicago war recreation service as a centralized, cooperating 
group, responsible for caring for all the problems of the communi- 
ties affected. At the suggestion of the war recreation secretary 
10,000 copies of a splendid three-color map of the city of Chicago 
were printed and distributed in the various camps by the State 
Council of Defense. On the reverse side of the map is printed 
a list of the most desirable attractions in and about the city. A 
great deal of home and church hospitality has been shown the 
soldiers and sailors in the various North Shore communities but 
not however at the expense of larger community activities. The 
Iowa picnic which was given by the Hawkeye Club (an Iowa 
organization) was a striking example of the larger community 
activities. Special train service and refreshments were provided. 
Various organizations in and near Chicago have offered hos- 
pitality to the soldiers and sailors especially for the week-ends. The 
Chicago Commons has offered its recreational facilities for the 
use of the soldiers on Saturdays and Sundays throughout the sum- 
mer. The Northwestern University Settlement wrote that it would 
“consider it a privilege to entertain ten sailors at Sunday dinner 
each week,” and the Chicago Hebrew Institute wrote that as many 
sailors as desire may come all day Sunday and stay for dinner. 
There are billiard tables, swimming pool and outdoor gymnasium 
equipment. The Chicago committee is now considering the estab- 
lishment of a club center in a convenient downtown location for 
the soldiers and sailors. Clubs for soldiers and sailors have been 
‘ opened in three of the North Shore communities. These clubs 
provide facilities for reading, writing, games, music. 
Through the cooperation of the Chicago Park Commissioners 
a pageant entitled The Coming of Peace was presented and dances 
were given by three girls’ clubs for the soldiers at Cicero. ‘The 
commissioners have also provided an expert play leader under 
whose direction a group of thirty “jackies” and as many Y. W. C. A. 
girls enjoy each week a Saturday evening of games and social 
activities. Drill grounds and field house accommodations have been 
provided by the Park Commissioners and they have graded a space 
within the camp for dancing and other recreation. On July 24th 
an inspiring community sing was held at the Great Lakes Station. 
366 


4 i}. 
4 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN VARIOUS CITIES 


Through the cooperation of several of the leading musical organ- 
izations of Chicago arrangements have been made to present a 
good musical program within the Great Lakes Station on each 
Thursday evening in August. 
The Des Moines Soldiers’ Service and Recreation 
Bureau has made a survey of amusement facilities, 
secured a registration of homes for the entertain- 
ment of negro visitors, arranged for weekly dance for negro soldiers 
and secured the use of the Drake University Stadium for Sunday 
baseball and football. The Rotary Club has requested permission 
to maintain a Soldiers’ Club, all the facilities of which will be free 
to the soldiers. Ten thousand dollars will be raised for this work. 
Twelve thousand people attended a community sing held at Drake 
University Stadium. A prominent part in the program was played 
by the men of the negro officers’ reserve training camp. Twelve 
hundred negro soldiers took part in one number. 

As Douglas is only fifteen years old it is lacking 
Douglas, Ariz. in many of the recreational features common to 

older cities. The spirit of the citizens is splendid, 
however, and every effort will be made to meet the needs. Ar- 
rangements have been completed whereby convalescent soldiers 
are taken on weekly rides. A downtown club building for enlisted 
men has been selected which will be the clearing house for parties, 
dancing and similar activities. The uniform of the United States 
army and navy will be the only membership card necessary. There 
will be a reading and writing room, pool tables, and music. 

The Army and Community Recreation Committee 
El Paso, Tex. — of the Chamber of Commerce working through nine 

Fort Bliss sub-committees is constructing a swimming pool 

for the use of the soldiers, for which $3,500 has 
been donated, and arranging for a Soldiers’ Club. A library has 
been sent to the camp and classes established for giving instruction 
in French at which at least 400 men and 45 officers are in attendance. 


Gettysburg’s population of 4,000 will be tripled by 
Gettysburg, Pa. the presence of the soldiers. The recreational 

facilities of the town are inadequate to the needs, 
there being only two pool rooms, two moving picture theatres, and 
thirteen tennis courts but the community is eager to provide in 
every way possible for the comfort and entertainment of its guests. 
The Committee on Soldiers’ Spare Time Activities has secured the 


Des Moines, Ia. 
Camp Dodge 
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cooperation of the Red Cross in opening up two centrally located 
recreation rooms equipped with pool tables, reading and writing 
materials, comfortable chairs, and music facilities. All the equip- 
ment of the college has been placed at the disposal of the men. 
This includes an athletic field, tennis courts, baseball diamond, run- 
ning track, gymnasium, chapel equipped for movies, and a hall for 
dances and entertainments. The dormitories are being used to 
lodge the officers and their families. A swimming pool in a nearby 
stream has been provided by means of a specially built dam and 
a committee of York business men is eager to raise $500 to cover 
the cost of rebuilding the dam and providing a second pool. The 
Gettysburg Choral Union through the influence of the committee 
has reorganized after years of inactivity and a large number of 
soldiers have become members. Band concerts are being given 
in the town square and a band stand has been provided by the 
committee. Arrangements have been made for a circulating library 
and for the use of the playground for the soldiers. Four churches 
have given their club rooms for the use of the soldiers. 

Not only the citizens are showing themselves eager to provide 
wholesome recreation for the soldiers but the military authorities 
as well are taking action to make the work effective by appointing 
a representative from each regiment as a member of a Camp 
Committee through which the Gettysburg committee and the war 
recreation secretary may work in the interest of town activities. 

Some of the accomplishments of the War Recrea- 

me tional Social Service Bureau for the men at Fort 
Fort Benjamin Benjamin Harrison have already been shown. Sat- 
Harrison urday afternoon automobile rides, dances, and the 
entertainment of soldiers in the homes are being continued. Ar- 
rangements have been made for the teaching of French to the 
officers in the camp through the French departments of the schools 
and the university. Classes in the history and geography of Europe 
are also being offered. The Rotary Club is planning to open a large 
store, furnishing it with easy chairs, free telephones and other 
facilities for club rooms for the soldiers. A number of receptions 
were given during July. Free performances by the Kiltie’s Band 
were also a feature of the July program. Fifteen hundred children 
attended the performance of the opera Pinafore given by the 
Y. W. C. A. through the influence of the Committee and $1,200 was 
realized for the work of the Travelers’ Aid Society. An Informa- 
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tion Bureau with a woman attendant in charge has been placed in 
the Traction Terminal Building for the benefit of women visitors 
to the soldiers. At the suggestion of the war recreation worker the 
Chamber of Commerce has printed a booklet containing informa- 
tion regarding hospitals, car lines, and places of interest. 

unction City problems are made unusually diffi- 
the seating capacity of its halls, libraries, parks, and 
other places for recreation being only slightly over 
3,000, it must furnish recreation for a group of men which may 
reach 40,000 in number. Finding that one of the greatest needs is 
for a building to serve as a Khaki Club and as a place where the 
soldiers may entertain their guests, the Committee on Recreation 
Activities set in motion the machinery through which $8,800 was 
raised for a building opened on July the thirteenth. Other activi- 
ties of the committee have resulted in the extension of the privileges 
of membership by a number of clubs and fraternal orders ; the pub- 
lishing of the Junction City and Fort Riley Guide containing local 
information and the arrangement of a great patriotic celebration on 
June the thirtieth for the soldiers and the community at large. The 
recreational facilities of the Board of Education including play- 
grounds, baseball diamond, athletic field, swimming pool, and gym- 
nasium have been placed at the disposal of the soldiers. The 
entertainment of the men in the homes is a feature of Fort Riley’s 
hospitality to its guests which is most acceptable to the men in 
khaki. 

Manhattan through its Training Camp Activities Council has 
secured funds for the erection of a community house for the sol- 
diers which will resemble somewhat the club at Junction City. 
Athletic meets are being held every Saturday and all the facilities 
of the Agricultural College have been given to the soldiers. The 
college has also given a series of entertainments in the form of musi- 
cals and dances. 

Little Rock with its neighboring town of Argenta 

Little Rock, Ark. .-ross the Arkansas River, under the Federation 
Fort Logan H. of Training Camp Activities, is offering its hospi- 
tality to the men at Ft. Logan H. Roots. The ac- 

tivities carried on by the federation are many and varied. The bulle- 
tin of week-end activities for June the fourth, sent to each com- 
pany at the camp, shows a Junior League tea dance and lawn féte, 
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amateur baseball games, an officers’ social dance, special church 
services, and band concerts in the city parks. Home hospitality, 
dances and musicals at the municipal auditorium, the use of which 
has been granted by the city, and automobile rides are all contribut- 
ing greatly to the enjoyment of the soldiers. A swimming zone 
has been established in the Arkansas River at the foot of the fort 
and dressing rooms have been provided. Many soldier athletes 
competed in the Fourth of July track meet. 
Although no special organization has been effected 
ye gg at Minneapolis and St. Paul to meet the needs of 
t. Paul, Minn. 
: the men at Ft. Snelling, the war recreation secretary 
Fort Snelling 1,45 been working directly with the various organ- 
izations in the city whose resources might be used for the 
benefit of the soldiers. Through his efforts, six swimming pools 
in Minneapolis and four in St. Paul have been placed at the dis- 
posal of the men. Six extra policemen and two police women have 
been placed in Minneapolis’ largest park where many soldiers seek 
recreation and as a result moral conditions are reported better than 
in normal times. A number of clubs have voted the privilege of 
membership to the student officers and have turned over their 
magazines and newspapers to the camp. Through the secretary’s 
efforts the fraternal orders are keeping open house and part of 
the soldiers are being taken by automobile to a number of the 
churches and after the service the men are entertained at Sunday 
dinner by the church members. Instruction in French is being given 
by two of the St. Paul institutes. A swimming beach at Lake 
Nokomis has been opened. Amateur boxing matches by rival com- 
panies and regiments are being organized. The swimming facili- 
ties which are being opened up for the use of the soldiers are being 
widely used. On July the twenty-eighth, the Minneapolis park 
board entertained the men of Ft. Snelling at the Calhoun Baths. 
Automobile rides and a luncheon at Lake Harriet were features of 
the entertainment. The St. Paul Federation of Women’s Clubs 
will give small parties for the men. The Y. W. C. A. has estab- 
lished a rooming and boarding house directory for visiting families 
and friends. 
The development of the work in Newport has cen- 
Newport, R.I. tered largely in the acquisition of a club house of 
50 rooms at Coddington Point. The use of this 
property which includes 125 acres of land and a large grove of 
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trees was granted for recreation purposes by the realty company 
which owns it. Through the efforts of the war recreation secre- 


tary the expenses of running the club, $350 a month, have been 


underwritten by a local organization. The government permitted 
the building of a bridge across the creek which separates the train- 
ing station from the point. The navy men themselves built a road 
which makes the club easily accessible from town and have laid out 
baseball diamonds, tennis and volley ball courts. The building was 
opened early in July. The club house accommodates 1,000 men 
while the grounds and piazza surrounding it will accommodate 3,000 
to 4,000 men in addition. A large athletic meet was held on the 
grounds on the opening day and nearly 400 men took part in the 
events. A stage has been built at the club and weekly theatrical 
performances are given. 

A weekly dance is held for the Naval Reserves at the Civic 
League House. The churches have urged the taking of sailors 
home to dinner and a number of churches have also given Sunday 
evening concerts of real merit. 

P The provision of hospitality for the men at Fort 
omen —_ y. Niagara has united the efforts and resources of 
Fort Niagara ‘ree communities: Youngstown, which adjoins 
the fort ; Lewiston, five miles away from the camp; 
and Niagara Falls, twelve miles up the Niagara River. The effort 
has been made to make use of all available commercial features 
and not only did the Commission on Training Camp Activities use 
its influence to have a large recreation resort near the camp opened 
three weeks before its usual opening date, but it was also instru- 
mental in opening a large summer resort hotel which is being run 
for the benefit of the soldiers and their guests and serving as a 
social center for the soldiers and the townspeople. 

A series of Saturday night dances chaperoned by the women 
of the community is being given for the student officers at Niagara 
Falls. As a result of the cooperative movement the various clubs 
are extending hospitality to the student officers, the Salvation Army 
has given a band concert, the Y. W. C. A. roller skating parties 
and sings, and a tea room has been opened by the Y. W. C. A. in 
Youngstown which is becoming more and more a social center for 
the Fort. A dance has been held for the militia. On July the 
twenty-second military service in the Congregational Church fol- 
lowed by dinner in the church basement was held. 
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The churches of Norfolk have been very active in 
Norfolk, Va. meeting the needs of the men. Representatives 
from 35 of the churches have organized a committee 
on church cooperation. The problems of all the churches are con- 
sidered by the committee and their combined experiences can be 
drawn upon to meet these problems. The Norfolk Credit Men 
pledged themselves to write to their many customers asking them 
to send the names of any relatives or friends who are or will be 
in the vicinity of Norfolk with the promise that they will do all 
in their power to make such men feel at home. A choir is being 
trained among the enlisted men of one of the warships, which will 
assist at local church services. One citizen has 200 enlisted men 
at his summer home every Saturday afternoon and plans to have 
500 there Labor Day. One of the churches has opened a club room 
for soldiers at which the ladies of the church serve refreshments. 
Auto rides and flowers are provided for the convalescents at the 
Naval Hospital. Dances are being given for the men on Saturday 
evenings. 
Seinen, Bo. The provision of recreation for the soldiers in train- 
Gaanitiee ing near Petersburg will touch four communities: 
Richmond, Hopewell, Prince George County, and 
Petersburg. All the organizations in these communities have shown 
themselves anxious to cooperate. A Travelers’ Aid Society has 
been organized. St. Andrew’s Brotherhood of St. Paul’s Church, 
Petersburg, will keep open house for the men in uniform and for 
the 4,000 men working on the construction of the cantonment. 
Books, magazines, and stationery will be provided in a large room 
in the parish house where the men may smoke and play cards. The 
Presbyterian Church will take similar action. 
Through the efforts of the committee in charge of 
Philadelphia, Pa. the work for the sailors at the naval reserve base, 
the Travelers’ Aid will organize an aid and hospital 
service for the women members of soldiers’ and sailors’ families. 
The School Mobilization Committee will send a teacher of survey- 
ing to the school supported for the emergency unit. The University 
Extension Society will also furnish teachers. Two pools have been 
opened by the municipal Board of Recreation for the use of sailors. 
Dances have been arranged. 
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One of the most important features of the work 
Plattsburg, N. Y. carried on by the Plattsburg Federation of Training 
Camp Activities has been an attempt to meet the 
need for more eating places and for places where the men may 
entertain their women guests. The Y. W. C. A. was asked to meet 
this need by erecting a “hostess house” for the entertainment of 
the women friends of the student officers. A series of Saturday 
night suppers given by the churches, 800 men attending these func- 
tions on July the twenty-eighth, has been found helpful. 
The preliminary visit to Rockford disclosed the fact 
Rockford, Ill. that there were 182 men’s and 125 women’s organ- 
Camp Grant izations ready to help in the problem of providing 
recreation for the men in camp. The Chamber of Commerce is 
aiding by raising $100,000 for the work. Of this amount $47,000 
was subscribed on one night. Part of this money will be used in 
erecting buildings and in providing floor space for various kinds of 
entertainments. The schools have agreed to utilize their equipment 
for the benefit of the soldiers, the lunch room providing meals at 
cost on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Sackett Harbor, Entertainment for the student officers at Madison 
_ N.Y. Barracks is being provided jointly by Sacket Har- 
— bor which the barracks Watertown 
which is twelve miles from the camp. At Sacket Harbor the Sol- 
diers’ War Recreation Committee has compiled a register of all 
the available rooming and boarding houses for the benefit of friends 
and relatives visiting the soldiers. Assistance has also been 
given in arranging for men at the camp to take active part in the 
church services. The hall of the Firemen’s Club has been converted 
into a recreation room for the soldiers and fitted up with pool 
tables, books, games, magazines, newspapers, and writing tables. 
The magazines and newspapers are being supplied by the State De- 
partment of Education. The room has been turned over to the 
enlisted men at the Post as their club room and through a committee 
of three privates and one lieutenant they have complete responsi- 
bility for and care of the room, which they are using to its capacity. 
Weekly dances are held and a tennis court has been completed for 
the use of the soldiers. Week-end boat trips to the Thousand Is- 
lands are proving very popular. . 
In Watertown the Church Committee of the general committee 
in charge sees to it that every man attending church service is in- 
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vited into a home for dinner. It is felt that this individual hospi- 
tality supplemented by automobile and boat trips, fraternity parties, 
and small dances is meeting the needs in Watertown. 
Salt Lake City, In Salt Lake City, the mayor and military authori- 
Utah ties as well as the citizens were found to be eager 
Fort Douglas to carry through the war recreation program. Each 
Saturday afternoon that the Salt Lake baseball team has been at 
home 500 free admissions to the games have been secured through 
the courtesy of the management. Sunday automobile excursions 
have been given and through arrangements with the Commercial 
and Rotary Clubs 8,000 free excursion tickets have been secured 
to the Lagoon, a summer resort about 36 miles from the city. One 
thousand of these tickets are used every week-end. The railroad 
companies have provided free transportation for the men. The 
State National Guard supplied three large tents for dressing quar- 
ters for the soldiers so that they have been able to secure reduced 
rates in the swimming pool at the Lagoon. Reduced rates have 
been secured from many of the concessionaires. 

A swimming pool has been provided for the soldiers and co- 
operation of the street car and advertising companies has made it 
possible to give publicity to the campaign to make every soldier 
a swimmer. An Army Club has been provided in a centrally located 
building. Entertainment has been provided for the men in the post 
hospitals and courses have been started in teaching the men boxing, 
wrestling, and Jiu Jitsu. 
ay eae ol The citizens of San Antonio are confronted with 

Tex: the tremendous problem of supplying recreation and 

a wholesome social life for the men at four camps: 

Leon Springs, Camp Kelly, Ft. Sam Houston, and Camp Wilson. 
Fortunately, in addition to existing recreational facilities the city 
and surrounding country are rich in places of historical and romantic 
interest. As a result of the activities of the War Recreation Board 
moving pictures, band concerts and public dances are being held 
in the Plaza in front of the famous Alamo, lights, benches, and 
band being furnished by the Park Department. Each week posters 
are sent to the barracks announcing all the activities held under the 
auspices of the War Recreation Board. No recreation outside of 
the military camps will be sanctioned unless endorsed by the Board. 

A room with six thousand feet of floor space on the top floor 
of one of the largest office buildings in the city has been donated 
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for use as a Khaki Club and will be furnished by the Rotarians. 
The Odd Fellows are planning to open up club rooms for the use 
of their members and will issue free memberships to the soldiers. 
In cooperation with the committee the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. 
are holding supervised dances and social gatherings. The Soldiers’ 
Club was opened on July the fourteenth. The union church serv- 
ices held in Breckenridge Park, known as Pleasant Sunday Even- 
ings are proving extremely popular. A Jewish Rabbi and one of 
the leading priests will each conduct one of the services. 


The San Diego Committee on Recreation for the 
San Diego, Cal. Army and Navy is confronted with the need for 
providing recreation for infantry and marines sta- 
tioned in the Exposition grounds, for the soldiers to be in camp at 
the cantonment at Linda Vista and for the signal and aviation 
corps at North Island. The committee, which has been in operation 
since June the twelfth, has secured the expansion of the work of 
the Playground Commission at La Jolla where there are unusual 
recreation facilities. Truck loads of soldiers are taken daily to 
the playground. The churches are very active in working for the 
soldiers. The committee is arranging for a large room in the 
center of the business district which will be used as a rest and 
recreation room for enlisted men. Dances are a regular feature of 
the program and home hospitality is being offered to the soldiers 
through the churches. On July the Fourth a monster military 
parade was arranged for all branches of the service, followed by a 
regatta, a military ball, and recreation in the homes. 
Pe a With the help of the war recreation worker, the 
Oakland, Cal. San Francisco Committee on Recreation for Sol- 
Presidio diers and Sailors, consisting of 128 men and women 
has been organized. The committee although in 
existence only a short time has been very active and as a result 
week-end parties are being given for members of the Officers’ Re- 
serve Corps. A number of theatres are giving free admission to 
the men in uniform. Several of the hotels have set aside rooms and 
baths for the free use of the soldiers. The Travelers’ Aid Society 
will direct families and relatives of soldiers to attractive hotels and 
boarding houses and will assist in the establishment of rest rooms 
for the women visitors at the Presidio. Well supervised receptions 
and dances in the civic auditorium are a feature of the program. 
On July the Fourth a special program including parties, band con- 
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certs, and a military ball with individual entertainment in the homes 
by families from churches, was given for the soldiers. 


Sparta, Wis. Although Sparta numbers only 4,000 people and 
... has limited recreational facilities, the community 
ee has enthusiastically gone about its task of provid- 
ing for the recreational needs of the Eighth United 
States Artillery at the Military Reservation, and the officers’ train- 
ing camp. The Sparta Social and Recreational Committee has 
secured the use of the school buildings, athletic field and equipment, 
and the services of the school athletic coach. Two Khaki Clubs 
have been fitted up for the soldiers. Guest privileges and enter- 
tainments have been extended by the Country Club. Home enter- 
tainment is an important feature of the program. The newly- 
opened Knights of Columbus reading room is proving very popu- 
lar. Arrangements have been made for the extension lecturer of 
the State School of Home Economics to give demonstration lectures 
every Friday, to the girls of the Co-Patriotic League. A band stand 
has been built at which concerts will be given weekly by the camp 
band. ‘Ten thousand people attended the Fourth of July Soldiers’ 
Festival on the fair grounds. 
The citizens of Syracuse have given an unusual 
Syracuse, N. Y._ response to the plans for meeting the recreational 
needs of the 25,000 soldiers who are their guests 
and under the hospitality committee appointed by the mayor the 
activities of many organizations and churches have been stimulated 
and coordinated. A number of clubs have entertained the soldiers 
and officers. The hospitality in private homes has been very gener- 
ous and cordial. Five churches have established Army Clubs. The 
Solvay Process Company has donated a building 50 x 118 feet for 
an army club and will engage a local social worker to take charge 
of it. The club has been equipped at a cost of $7,800, and will care 
for 500 men with comfort. The University Club has opened a 
downtown army club with a capacity of 500 men. Through various 
local organizations, music, speakers, and talent for entertainments 
in camp are provided regularly. Large numbers of men are cared 
for daily by numerous dances and entertainments given by the 
various organizations. One feature of the work in Syracuse is 
the care which is taken of the men stationed nearby on guard duty. 
The community singing has met with wonderful response from the 
soldiers who attend in large numbers. 
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In addition to caring for the men stationed at the 
Washington, D.C.nine large encampments in the vicinity of Washing- 
Fort Myer ton, the District War Service Commission has to 
deal with the problem arising from the tremendous 
increase in civilian employees of the Government called in to do 
war emergency work. These are both men and women, many of 
whom have brought with them their families. Many of the churches 
have given weekly Saturday night entertainments and Sunday din- 
ners for the soldiers. The churches are being used extensively for 
non-religious entertainments at which the young women of the 
church are always on hand affording opportunities for wholesome 
friendships for the men. Union church services are also being 
given as part of the program of church work. Through the efforts 
of the war recreation worker commissioners of the district reversed 
their decision to close the playgrounds, on which there are swim- 
ming and tennis facilities and other equipment usable by the soldiers, 
and the reservation of eight courts in Potomac Park was secured 
for student officers on Saturday afternoons and Sundays. The com- 
mercial recreation interests are cooperating in furnishing talent and 
pictures for the entertainment of soldiers within the camps. One 
theatre has been turned over to the War Service Commission for 
such use as it wishes to make of it. The public library has under- 
taken to supply all camps, soldiers’ clubs, and rest rooms, and de- 
tached guard stations, with suitable books and magazines. The 
Y. W. C. A. established a club room and rest place for young 
women employed as government clerks. They have also provided 
chaperons for many places where men may meet their wives, rela- 
tives, and women friends. Week-end parties for the soldiers are 
held. The W. C. T. U. established a club house for enlisted men 
which accommodates several hundred. Many other organizations 
are promoting suitably supervised dances and entertainments and 
are also equipping rooms for the use of the men. A census has 
been made of all amateur and professional talent available and 
special entertainments are furnished at least once a week to the 
men at camp. A number of patriotic pageants and plays have been 
given in an outdoor theatre established for this purpose. Individual 
hospitality has been very extensive, as many as twenty men being 
entertained in one prominent home each week during the period 
that it was open. This example has been followed widely through- 
out the city. Arrangements have been made for the erection of 
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five open-air dance pavilions on district playgrounds, for lighting 
the playground swimming pools, and municipal beaches at night 
and for the use of tennis courts and for a band concert on grounds 
adjoining the drill grounds of the colored D.C. N. G. It is planned 
to make swimming near the camp in the Potomac River safe so that 
the soldiers may enjoy this form of recreation. There will be life- 
guards, floats, and spring boards, and sections will be lighted at 
night. 


SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE WorK 


There are special activities which have been found particularly 
helpful to the work as a whole and especially acceptable to the 
soldiers themselves. 


It has been found that the registration card secured 
Registration in the camps by the war recreation workers with the 
Cards cooperation of the Y. M. C. A. and the military 
authorities are invaluable in providing the point of contact between 
the men in the camp and the community. Through these cards it 
is possible for the churches and fraternal orders in the cities to get 
in touch with their members in camp and extend their hospitality 
to them. It is also possible through the census for the local com- 
mittees to know what forms of recreation are most popular with 
the soldiers and to make their plans with these preferences in mind. 
Sitiiaedtin Chattanooga, Indianapolis and the other communi- 
Rides ties in which weekly automobile trips for the sol- 

diers are a part of the program are enthusiastic 
over the results secured in terms of enjoyment for the men. Par- 
ticularly acceptable are the rides which have been arranged for con- 
valescent soldiers from the post hospitals. 
ia What it means to the soldiers who have suddenly 
Entertainment Deen cut off from their homes and the normal rela- 

tionships of life to be invited into private homes for 
dinner and to feel that for a little time at least they are members 
of a family group, can not be appreciated by anyone who has never 
been placed in the position of living the isolated life of the soldier. 
There is probably no one feature of the work of the committees and 
the war recreation workers which touches so fundamentally the 
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need of the men as this antidote against “social lonesomeness.” 
More and more the churches are making home entertainment a part 
of their hospitality to the men. Increasingly the citizens are stop- 
ping soldiers on the streets and inviting them to come informally 
into their homes. 


Saint It has been suggested that the war will be won by 
gs for 
the Soldiers singing and more than one commander has ex- 
pressed himself as desirous of having his company 
known as a singing company. Music as a universally levelling, 
democratizing force with its appeal to the best in every individual, 
has at last come into its own. Realizing its value, a number of com- 
munities are arranging for sings for the soldiers and townspeople. 
The following letter from Spencer Gordon, war recreation worker 
in Syracuse, shows how successfully the sings are being carried 
on in that city: 


“Between five and six thousand eager men participated with 
the Community Chorus in the most inspiring evening I have ever 
enjoyed. When everybody sang the Battle Hymn of the Republic 
and the leader got the soldiers emphasizing Glory! Glory! Halle- 
lujah! His Truth Is Marching On! you should have seen the faces 
glowing under the lights. The Camp became inspired. The men 
cheered and cheered. Then the Southern boys called for Carry Me 
Back to Old Virginny and My Old Kentucky Home. Then we sang 
Perfect Day and My Hero. Then they called for Old Black Joe. 
In the chorus of Old Black Joe—‘“I’m coming, I’m coming, For 
my head is bending low! I hear those gentle voices calling, Old 
Black Joe!” the leader made the men hold on to “Joe”—and the 
Chorus echoed “Old Black Joe.” The harmony was wonderful! 
Automobiles way out on the road tooted their horns and it was ten 
minutes before the enthusiasm subsided. We sang from 8:00 o’clock 
until 10:00 and ended with the Star Spangled Banner. I have never 
heard this song sung before. The Commanding Officer came for- 
ward after the singing and said it was the greatest thing he had 
ever listened to. He emphasized to the members of the Chorus 
their opportunity for service to the men and how at no distant day 
when the watch fires are burning in France and the men surrounded 
by strange tongues, these home songs will be the officers’ stand-by ; 
how they will help to put life and energy in the tired hearts and 
muscles. 


“A campaign is being waged to enlarge the Chorus and to in- 
379 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN VARIOUS CITIES 


clude many more singing societies. The leader was cheered to the 
echo. The men unanimously voted that they wanted the Chorus 
every Thursday. This morning several commissioned officers 
phoned to the hotel telling me how much they appreciated this 
activity.” 

Another testimony to the value of song as a potent force comes 
from R. B. Patin, war recreation worker in Des Moines, where 
there are a number of regiments of negro soldiers. Mr. Patin 
writes : 

“T hasten to tell you of the most inspiring sight I have ever 
witnessed and the greatest occasion of its kind ever staged in 
America. 

“This afternoon fully twelve thousand people assembled at the 
stadium of Drake University for a Community Sing, headed by 
three military bands and lead by Dean Holmes Cowper of Drake 
University. After singing America and the Battle Hymn of the 
Republic a military quartette from the negro officers’ reserve train- 
ing camp sang I] Want to Be Ready, and Couldn’t Hear Nobody 
Pray. Immediately afterward twelve hundred negro soldiers 
marched into the stadium under command of Col. Ballou, U. S. A. 
The applause was deafening and after a demonstration of marching 
and manual of arms three hundred men stepped to the center of 
the field. Soon the melody of Swing Low, Sweet Chariot was hold- 
ing the vast audience entranced. The deep rich and high pitched 
voices carried to all parts of the stadium. Shouting All Over God's 
Heaven was even more wonderful in effect, while Pipperery quite 
carried the audience away. 

“The ceremony of raising and lowering the flag was wonderful 
as the twelve thousand people arose and sang The Star Spangled 
Banner. The program lasted for an hour and a half and from the 
appreciation expressed Des Moines will be glad for the repetition 
of such events. Col. Roosevelt, who had been invited to be present, 
found it impossible to come. 

“The negroes regard the event of this training camp as the 
greatest in the life of the race since the emancipation proclamation, 
and as such the people of Des Moines were glad to give it recog- 
nition. This occasion has had the desired effect of an increased 
regard for the ability of the negro soldier and an appreciation of 
his service to the country.” 
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Khaki One of the activities of the cities near the training 
Clubs camps which is felt to be most essential to the com- 
fort and enjoyment of the men is the provision 
of khaki clubs, known as recreation or rest rooms, soldiers’ clubs, 
army or navy clubs—where the soldiers will feel at home and where 
they will find some of the more home-like features which can not 
be provided at camp. There are now few communities near the 
camps where some provision has not been made _ through 
the local committee or some cooperating agency for rooms or a 
building equipped as khaki clubs. These clubs vary greatly in the 
different communities and their equipment must depend upon local 
conditions and needs. Their range extends from one room over a 
fire house at Sacket Harbor, N. Y., equipped with tables, books, 
chairs and games to the fifty-room club at Coddington Point, New- 
port, which is used by thousands of reservists and men in training. 
It has been suggested that some of the facilities which should 

be included in all these clubs are the following : 

There should be facilities for pool, billiards and quiet games 
such as chess and card games of various kinds. There should be 
a reading room with writing desks, stationery, and plenty of maga- 
zines and newspapers. Books, too, carefully selected with a view 
to their interest to the soldiers, might well be included with the 
other reading matter. There should be in all the rooms plenty of 
comfortable lounging chairs. Other furnishings should include 
couches, a piano and victrola with a library of records, a lunch 
counter at which the men may secure light lunches, soft drinks, 
coffee, sandwiches, ice cream, cakes, chocolates, candies, tobacco, 
and similar supplies. Ice water and sanitary drinking cups should 
be provided at convenient places. Telephone booths and an infor- 
mation bureau would be helpful additions to the equipment of sol- 
dier clubs. 


One of the most essential provisions for an ideal khaki club 
is bathing facilities—tubs as well as shower baths, towels, soap, 
and other necessary supplies. The toilet facilities should be ample 
even though it may be necessary to devote a great deal of space 
to them. 


It is essential that there shall be rooms in which the soldiers 
may entertain their women guests and also a room which shall be 
for the exclusive use of these guests fitted up with the conveniences 
for resting and also with toilet facilities. It would be well for the 
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wing of the building containing these rooms for the entertainment 
and use of women guests to have a separate entrance. These rooms 
should be carefully chaperoned and here the women’s organizations 
which are eager to help can render valuable assistance. 


An EXPERIMENT IN COOPERATION 


Never before has America had such an opportunity to demon- 
strate to the world what can be accomplished by cooperation. Never 
before in their history have American cities had so splendid a 
chance to discover how all their resources and organizations through 
coordination, through the sacrifice of individual ambitions for the 
common good, can be made a force potent for democracy. There 
is no organization which can not have a share in this work, no 
group of people which can not join in this cooperative movement in 
which party lines, sectarian divisions and arbitrary differences in 
creed or political beliefs are swept away in the common service. 


THE GIRL PROBLEM IN THE COMMUNITIES ADJACENT 
TO MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS 


Of all the problems faced by the local committees none pre- 
sents more difficulties than that of the young girls, many of whom 
lose their heads over the soldiers and consciously or unconsciously, 
through their methods of dressing and their lack of dignity, place 
temptation in the way of the soldiers. 

The April 1915 issue of The Shield, the official organ of the 
British branch of the International Federation for the Abolition of 
State Regulation of Vice, makes the statement that the most dan- 
gerous spreaders of disease are not the notorious prostitutes but 
are young girls who have just gone wrong. Attempts made at 
Cardiff to deal with the vice problem through regulation and regis- 
tration were abandoned because it was found that the greatest 
danger lay with the young girls between 17 and 20 who were not 
registered prostitutes. 

The problems involved in planning a program for the girls of 
a large city will, first of all, involve the coordination of all the 
agencies already at work, as no one existing organization, however 
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effective its work in normal conditions, could in itself meet the 
needs arising in an emergency of this kind. 
AP of here is a strong feeling that there should be in 
Work for Girls ¢ach city adjacent to a training camp a strong 
woman with considerable experience in social work 
who will bear the same relation toward the work for girls that the 
war recreation worker sent to each city has toward the entire work 
and who will work closely in cooperation with him. It should be 
the task of such a woman worker to coordinate all such existing 
agencies interested in girls’ work, such as the local Y. W. C. A., 
Camp Fire Girls, Girl Scouts, and social center clubs, working 
girls’ clubs, relief agencies and probation work; to develop any 
new work felt necessary, and to train volunteers, many of whom 
are needed. There might be a special committee on girls’ work 
representing all the agencies carrying on such activities, together 
with individuals who have a real contribution to make. Very often 
it may be wise to have men as well as women on this committee. 
The object of the committee should be to reach all the girls in the 
community and to enlist them in some sort of work or activity 
which would help to counteract the abnormal excitement which the 
presence of the soldiers creates. Possibly one of the first duties of 
the committee would be the enlistment of a strong group of volun- 
teers. Many of these may be found registered under the National 
League for Women’s Service and other war organizations. Certain 
of these volunteers under the direction of trained workers might 
district the city, going to the factories, department stores, and all 
places where girls are employed or can be reached to enlist them 
in activities. 

In the cities where there are Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, and 
organized playground work and clubs of various kinds, the captains, 
guardians, play leaders and club directors should redouble their 
efforts to provide programs of activities for the girls under 16. 
The Girl Scout organization has a special war program already tried 
out in Savannah, Ga., which includes gardening and classes in the 
following activities : 


First Aid Signalling Errands 

Home Nursing Marksmanship Household Work 

Invalid Cooking Canning Fruits Filing Cards 
(dietetics ) 

Surgical Dressings | Market Gardening Sewing by Hand 
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Simplified Cooking Packing Fruits Sewing by Machine 
and Vegetables Knitting by Hand 
Unskilled Labor Care of Children and Machinery 


Might not arrangements be made whereby girls who do not 
regularly belong to the Girl Scouts might attend these classes? 
Ought not the Girl Scouts and Camp Fire groups to make a special 
effort to enlarge their groups as rapidly as possible? Play leaders 
should make every effort to have playground activities of especial in- 
terest to the older girls and playgrounds and social centers should be 
open every night in the week not only for the younger girl but 
for the working girl, for the problem will, in the main, be that of 
the working girl, the girl between 16 and 25 years of age. For 
this reason, as has been suggested, there should be as complete a 
census as possible of the working girls of the community. Many 
of them may wish to enroll in existing organizations such as the 
Y. W. C. A., which is making a special effort at this time to meet 
the needs of the girl. Working girls’ clubs, social center clubs, all 
of these organizations should extend their activities to the limit, 
enlarging their membership as far as possible. Girls should be 
urged to take the courses which the Y. W. C. A. is offering in 
canteen cooking lessons, first aid, nursing and business courses and 
to take part in the out-of-door recreation and games. Some of the 
organizations may wish to enlarge their summer camps for girls 
or establish such camps where they may spend their vacations. 


It is quite probable that existing agencies will not be able to 
care for all the girls who should be reached and that there should 
be a special organization for girls between 16 and 25 years of age 
who will be banded together as a Patriotic League or under what- 
ever name might be chosen. Possibly the best and most workable 
form of organization would be in small groups under club leaders, 
all the groups coming together at stated periods for mass meetings 
where the girls will be made to feel that they are banded together 
for definite service. The activities in the individual clubs would 
vary but as far as possible the work should be tied up with the Red 
Cross. The girls will doubtless want to make comfort kits, gar- 
ments and knit or crochet various articles. They may want to 
have classes in first aid. Many hospitals as well as Y. W. C. A.’s 
and other organizations are now offering these courses. Some of 
the girls may wish to have classes in history and current events 
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to increase their knowledge of the war and its place in the world’s 
history. So far as possible through classes the girls should be 
trained for specific duties which they may later have to undertake. 
Some of the girls who have leisure time may want to help in the 
work of the day nurseries and créches and with the younger children 
on playgrounds. It may be necessary to establish employment bu- 
reaus for girls who are thrown out of work or to fill the positions 
left vacant by men. 

While it is exceedingly vital to provide recreation and activities 
of various kinds for the girls which they may carry on in groups 
and to lay emphasis on group work, a very important problem which 
must be faced is the meeting of the girls and the soidiers in a 
normal, wholesome atmosphere, since many of them will insist 
upon meeting in some way or other. This may be done under wise 
supervision at the social centers if these are already in existence or 
in centers brought into existence by the emergency, at dances chap- 
eroned by the committee on girls’ work and at suppers and enter- 
tainments arranged for by the committee. Some of the Y. W. C. A. 
workers have already done valuable work along these lines and 
their experience will be most helpful. The important thing in all 
of these social gatherings is the provision of wise leadership. 

It is suggested that the leaders in girls’ work in the various 
communities should frankly but tactfully tell the girls that the atti- 
tude of the soldiers towards them will depend upon the way they 
conduct themselves and that they must guard against cheapening 
themselves by dressing in poor taste and immodestly. Possibly in 
conducting a campaign for better dressing we should go farther 
back to the society leader whose fashion the society girl is imitat- 
ing. If the society leaders can be made to feel the importance of 
this it will become the style to dress simply and modestly and the 
factory girl will fall in line. 

a Another feature of work for girls which may play 
and Volunteer _its part in the efforts which are being made to safe- 
Patrols guard young girls in the cities adjacent to training 
camps and in other places where the problem may be acute because 
of the presence of a large number of soldiers, is the organization of 
a system of police women and volunteer police patrols. 

When it was found in England that girls and young 
women were flocking in great numbers to the places 
where soldiers were stationed, were running 


Experience 
in England 
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around the dark streeis of London and other cities, and as a result 
immorality and evils of all sorts were spreading, the Women’s 
Patriotic Service was organized through the National Union of 
Women’s Organizations of Great Britain and ireland. The prob- 
lem of immorality became so great that finaily the societies inter- 
ested in the work for women and girls chose representatives to 
organize a protective and preventive work. ‘the committee in 
charge was called Uie Women’s Patrol Committee. Twenty-six 
paid organizers were chosen and a much larger number of volun- 
teers from thirty to forty years oi age selected. ‘There are now 
about two thousand women in England wiio are working to saie- 
guard girls near the camps and in the cities. ‘here are a hundred 
communities in Kngiand and certain citics in Scotland, Lreland, 
Guernsey, and South Africa which are pairolied by paid workers 
and volunteer patrols. in maiiy oi the provinces police women are 
paid by the Police Department and have been appointed by the 
Departments. Liverpool has a great body of police women paid 
by the city. <A training course oi eight weeks is required under the 
Police Department which includes drilling and police duties and a 
study of special acts relating to the rights of women and children 
and to civil and criminal law. 

The police women and volunteer patrols dress in ordinary 
clothes each with a band about her arm with the letters N. U. W. W. 
‘They carry cards trom the Chieti oi Police and can call upon the 
police to assist them. 

These workers not only patrol the streets and the amusement 
parks but they also work in munition factories and may be called 
into service at any place where large numbers of women work. 
Special officers have been appointed by the ministry to act in that 
way. ‘The big railway stations are carefully patrolled. Often thou- 
sands of troops are passing through the termini and it is here that 
women are much needed to keep order. ‘(he volunteers also patrol 
any frequented roads and streets and look after the women and 
children in certain districts noted for lawlessness. 

In all the work in England great emphasis has been laid upon 
preventive and constructive phases and every effort has been made 
to establish friendly relations with the girls and women of the 
towns. Recreational features have been developed to a marked 
degree by the volunteer patrols to look after the young people in 
the various recreation clubs. The workers have been the means 
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of starting many of these clubs for the recreation of the sailors, 
soldiers and girls and of making it possible for them to meet under 
decent conditions and chaperonage. The Crystal Palace in London 
has a club where 150 men and girls may dance and there are many 
private clubs in the neighborhood to-which all girls over sixteen and 
their soldier friends may come. Refreshments are sold at reason- 
able prices. ‘The clubs, some of which are for sailors, others for 
soldiers, charge small dues from three to six pence. Many of 
them make their expenses from the profits on refreshments. There 
is music for dancing which is sometimes supplied by the regimental 
bands. The popular feature in one of the clubs is a choral society 
started by a Welshman. In some of the larger clubs the attendance 
is 700 or 800 in a single evening. 

A special effort has been made to reach the girls who had not 
previously been included in any club, the rougher element whose 
need for recreation is great. The clubs have been very successful 
in helping to keep these girls off the streets. 

It is felt that the work of the police women and volunteer 
patrols has been very effective in England in influencing the girls 
for good and safeguarding them; that it is of great assistance to 
the regular police department and that it is welcomed by the soldiers 
themselves. 

It is keenly felt by many social workers that judging from the 
experience of England and from the conditions which have already 
arisen in our own country the development of the system of police 
women and volunteer patrols may be a necessary and important 
phase of the work for girls in cities throughout the country and in 
communities adjacent to training and mobilization camps and mili- 
tary stations of all kinds. The following suggestions have been 
made regarding the possible development of the work. 

1. That a system of police women and volunteer patrols be 
organized in the cities of the United States under committees on 
work for girls representing all organizations interested in work 
for girls. In New York and other cities having Defense Leagues 
it may be felt wise to tie the work up to these groups. 

2. That in selecting volunteer patrols a very careful and wise 
choice be made from the women in such organizations as the 
Y. W. C. A., Camp Fire Girls guardians, representatives of Jewish 
and Catholic organizations, League for Women’s Service, and 
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church organizations who seem personally best fitted to undertake 
this work. 

3. That paid police women be employed in cities. Many feel 
that these workers should preferably be local women, social work- 
ers of considerable experience, forceful, tactful, and of splendid 
physical strength who may previously have established relationships 
with the young women and girls of the community. 

4. That the workers be given police authority or through the 
sheriff be given power of deputy sheriff. In all probability to avoid 
delay it may be necessary for groups of private individuals to bear 
the salary expense. Later the city may be willing to assume the re- 
sponsibility. 

5. That one of the police training schools of the country, prefer- 
ably New York where there is an excellent equipment, offer courses 
in training of police women. The two months course given in Eng- 
land for paid workers has been suggested, with possibly a shorter 
course for volunteer patrols. In this way paid workers and volun- 
teers could secure training in police methods and duties and in laws 
controlling the rights of women and children. If it is not feasible 
for volunteer workers to secure training at a police training school, 
such training should be supplied so far as possible by the paid 
police women. 

6. That the duties of the police women and the volunteer 
patrols shall include the patrolling of streets, dance halls, amuse- 
ment parks, railroad stations and termini in frequented parts of 
the cities, districts in which munition factories are situated or 
places where women come together in large numbers in industries. 
recruiting stations and sections of the country where guard duty 
is being performed. A careful program should be arranged by the 
committee on girls’ work and the police women form volunteer 
patrols whereby each volunteer is assigned to so many hours of 
duty so many times a week. Such a program should be carefully 
worked out and carefully followed. 

7. That great emphasis be laid on the preventive and construc- 
tive phase of the work and not only shall the girls be warned by the 
police women and patrols and persuasion be brought to bear when 
they are found acting foolishly and unwisely but friendly relations 
should be established and channels opened for proper recreation. 

8. That it should be constantly borne in mind that the work of 
the police women and volunteer patrols is only one phase of the 
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work for girls and should not be over-emphasized to the exclusion 
of other features of primary importance. 

There are at the present time fifty-one cities in the United 
States employing police women whose salaries are paid from muni- 
cipal funds. The salaries paid these workers vary from $75.00 to 
$80.00, and $85.00 to $100.00, and in some rare instances to $110.00 
a month. It is felt, however, that it would work a hardship for 
these cities if the police women were transferred to other com- 
munities and in the present emergency it would probably be wiser 
to make use of women residing in the cities who are familiar with 
conditions and who can work quietly and with little publicity. 


The cities in which police women are being paid from municipal 
funds are the following: | 


Alabama Kokomo New Jersey 
Birmingham South Bend Paterson 
Trenton 
California Kansas 
Long Beach Wichita New York 
Los Angeles Ithaca 
Rodondo Maryland Jamestown 
Sacramento Baltimore Rochester 
San Diego Syracuse 
San Francisco Massachusetts 
Santa Anna Brookline North Dakota 
Santa Barbara Fargo 
Santa Monica Michigan Grand Forks 
Ann Arbor Minot 
Colorado Jackson 
Colorado Springs Ohio 
Denver Minnesota Dayton 
Trinidad Minneapolis Youngstown 
St. Paul 
Idaho Virginia Pennsylvania 
Boise Pittsburgh 
Missouri 
Illinois Joplin Texas , 
Chicago St. Louis San Antonio 
Galesburg 
Montana Wisconsin 
Indiana Helena Superior 
East Chicago Lewiston 
Elkhart Washington 
Fort Wayne Nebraska Bellingham 
Lafayette Omaha Seattle 


In the carrying out of a program of girls’ work the National 
Board of the Y. W. C. A., with its special war recreation workers, 
is playing an important part. At the request of Joseph Lee the 
Y. W. C. A. is sending its trained workers to the cities needing 
its help to act as advisor to the committees on work for girls, to 
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train volunteers, and to cooperate in every way possible in working 
out the problems affecting the young girls of the city. The Y. W. 
C. A. is also strengthening and enlarging its local associations to 
meet war emergency needs and in a number of instances, as for 
example Plattsburg, N. Y., is erecting “hostess houses” where the 
soldiers may entertain their women friends. 


ADDITIONAL CITIES AT WORK 


The following communities in addition to those listed on page 
353 have organized to develop social and recreational facilities for 
the soldiers or sailors encamped near: 


California Glen Coe New York 
Vallejo Great Lakes Patchogue (L. I.) 
Lake Forest Riverhead (LL. I.) 
Connecticut Waukegan 
New London Texas 
Mississippi Laredo 
Maryland Gulfport 
Annapolis Junction Jackson Virginia 
Baltimore Newport News 
Emmittsburg New Jersey Portsmouth 
Englewood Richmond 
Illinois Haworth 


Evanston Trenton 


BACK NUMBERS OF THE PLAYGROUND WANTED 


WANTED—Volume 1 and 2 of The Playground complete, also 
one copy each of the April, June and September, 1909, issues of 
Volume 3. Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon, Sharpsburg P. O., Pa., is 
very anxious to complete her 1909 volume of THE PLAYGRouND for 
binding in order that she may present it to the library of the Civic 
Club of Alleghany County, Pa. If anyone would prefer to dispose 
of their file of Volume 3 complete rather than these three separate 
issues she will be glad to buy the whole volume. Mrs. Ammon 
will also gladly pay for volumes 1 and 2 if anyone of our readers 


ean furnish her with them. 
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THEODORE RoosEVELT 
Honorary President 

KENT 

Second Vice-President 


PLAYGROUND AND RECREATION 
OF AMERICA 


Lee 
President 

Ropert GARRETT 

Third Vice-President 


H. S. Braucuer 
Secretary 
Water B. Dickinson 
Associate Secretary 
F. WELLER 
Associate Secretary 
Harry F. Bremer 
Field Secretary 
E. Dana CAavULkINS 
Field Secretary 
RowLanpD Haynes 
Lucy Tudor Hillyer 
Field Secretary 
(On leave of absence) 
Victor R. MANNING 
Field Secretary 


CuarLes E. Reep 


Ilenry P. Davison 
First Vice-President 

Gustavus T. Kuirpy 

‘Treasurer 


Heten Tucker Lorp 


Field Secretary Assistant 
James Epwarp Rocers Georce A. NESBITT 
Field Secretary Assistant 
T. S. Sertte Avice Marion OLeson 
Field Secretary Assistant 
C. F. Stimson Donato G. Price 
Field Secretary Assistant 
L. H. Jacop R. 
Field Secretary Assistant 
Henry BarNBROCK Opat V. Ratston 
Assistant Assistant 
ABBIE CONDIT SHERBURNE 
Assistant Assistant 
BreTTA CRAPSTER F. W. Taytor 
ssistant i 
E. Hepces 
Assistant 


RicHARD C. CaBoT 
CLARENCE M. CLARK 
GRENVILLE CLARK 
Everett Co.sy 
Henry P. Davison 
Mrs. E. P. Ear_e 


Mrs. Tuomas A. Eptson 


Joun H. FIniey 


CHARLES W. GARFIELD 


Ropert GARRETT 
C. M. GorETHE 


Mrs. A. GoopwiNn 
Austin E. GriFFITHS 


J. M. Hankins 


Mrs. AppLeton R. 
Mrs. Francis DeELAcy HybE 


Mrs. Howarp IvEs 
WILLIAM KENT 
Gustavus T. Kirsy 
G. M. LANDERS 

H. Mck. LANDON 
Josep L&E 
EuceNE W. Lewis 
Epwarp E. Loomis 
J. H. McCurby 
Orto T. MALLERY 
SAMUEL MATHER 
R. B. Maury 
Water A. May 
Cart E. MILLIKEN 
F. Gorpon OSLER 
James H. Perkins 
Joun T. Pratt 
ELLEN SCRIPPS 


CLEMENT STUDEBAKER, JR. 


F. S. TitswortH 
H. Swirt 
TueoporE N. Vat 


Mrs. JAmMEs W. WapswortH, Jr. 


J. C. WatsH 
R. D. WaucH 
Harris WHITTEMORE 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Boston, Mass. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
New York City 
Newark, N. J. 
New York City 
Montclair, N. J. 
West Orange, N. J. 
Albany, N. Y. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Plainfield, N. J. 
Portland, Maine 
Washington, D. C. 
New York City 
New Britain, Conn. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Boston, Mass. 
Detroit, Mich. 
New York City 
Springfield, Mass. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Cleveland, 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Augusta, Maine 
Toronto, Canada 
New York City 
New York City 
La Jolla, Cal. 
South Bend, Ind. 
Denver, Colo. 
Chicago, 

New York City 
Washington, D.C. 
New York City 
Winnipeg, Canada 
Naugatuck, Conn. 


I am determined that our new training 
camps, as well as the surrounding zones with- 
in an effective radius, shall not be places of 


temptation and peril. 


Newton D. Baker 
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